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Abstract

This article attempts to explore some answers to the question
"Who should be a ruler ?" which had always existed since ancient times.
And the answers that political thinkers or theorists provided are vary
considerably from time to time. Some theorists believe that humans, in
nature, are born with selfishness. Thus, they will try to seek benefits in
response to personal needs. Thinkers of this group, therefore, considered
that good form of government should be governed by law. Some theorists
believe that human beings are born virtuous, free, and equal. But when
people gather together, personal property exist, therefore, inequality
occurs. Learning leads human to a sense of comparisons which also lead
to causes of fighting with each others. The condition of peaceful society
will be destroyed. In order to correct the shortcomings, arising from natural
conditions, in order to preserve human life and property, thinkers in this
group, therefore, proposed the form of government derive from "social

contract". This will create a new political society authorize the “sovereign”
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to act as a substitute for the general will of the people. Some thinkers
believe that those who should govern are "those who have been accepted
by the people". In ancient times, they may be emperors or kings. In the era
of struggle to create a national state, they may be a leader with charisma
that has a credible personality. In the new era, they may be elected
according to the democratic principle, etc. While rulers of Thai political
society from Sukhothai, Ayutthaya, Thonburi and Rattanakosin were derived
from the acceptance of their people, charisma and the general wills of the

people, depending on the environment at that time.
Keywords: rulers, government, political power
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