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Abstract

This study aims to examine the background and development
of the appointment of the Sheikhul Islam of Thailand and analyze the
factors that affect the establishment of the position during the three
eras including: (1) Feudalism Era; (2) Absolute Monarchy Era; and (3) Post
Reformation Era.

This study is based on a qualitative inquiry approach via
investigating documents and conducting in-depth interviews with four
key informants concerning Islamic religions and Sheikhul Islam of
Thailand’s operations. After the Reformation Era, the political factors
became critical elements in making the change of origins and the power
of Sheikhul Islam of Thailand, derived from the new revolution reform
group (the People’s Party) under democracy arranged a new order of
rankings including the Sheikhul Islam of Thailand. This has led to indirect
election by the Muslim people in Thailand based on the concept of

democracy.
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The findings show that the origins and appointments of
“Sheikhul Istam of Thailand” (or the chief of Muslim in Thailand) were
different in each era. Within the first two eras, the King of Thailand held
the absolute right to appoint the Sheikhul Islam of Thailand as a
bureaucrat who was in charge of the Right Foreign-Affairs Department
with the power to control trading and foreign affairs for Muslim people.
The economic and political factors, certainly influenced the
appointments. However, in the third era, after the Reformation to the
present day, the appointment is not derived from the King. Also, the
appointment which used to base on the inheritance from descendancy

has changed to a method of election.

Keywords: Sheikhul Islam of Thailand; Muslim; The Right Foreign-Affairs
Department
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