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Abstract

The aim of this study is to identify the concepts of
“Buddharacha” (Buddhist kingship) in Pumrachtham which was assumed
to be written during King Narai’s reign, (16565-1688). A conceptual
framework in this study which is based on approaches in the field of
political philosophy comprises hermeneutic and text, history of political
thoughts, and genealogy. Results of the study show that 1) the Buddhist
kingship concepts are influenced by political environment during King
Narai’s era and the teachings of Buddhism and Brahmanism; 2) five
significant characteristics of Buddhist kingship are Cakkavatti (world-king
or a universal monarch), Bodhisattva, seven Brahman deities; Dhamma
power; and the ruling power 3) these five components explain the
legitimacy of the rulers and prescribe how to balance good conducts
(which is Dhamma power) with coercive mechanism (which is the ruling
power), although Pumrachtham prefers the leading role of Dhamma

power for the happiness of the ruled.
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