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Abstract

Freedom of assembly is a fundamental principle of all
democratic countries including Thailand which has certified that right in
many constitutions. Over the course of nearly nine decades after
political change in1932, Thailand has gone through at least two major
political rallies affecting democratic development: the 14 October 1973
turmoil and the May 1992 turmoil. However, the development of

democracy in Thailand has not been continued because of political
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crises, leading to several coups and constitutional abolition. Although at
present, the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand 2017, Article 44,
recognizes the right to public assembly. In addition, the Public Assembly
Act 2015 was promulgated, which in principle should result in the
democratic level of Thailand at the desirable criteria. But, according to
an assessment by The Economist Intelligence Units (EIU) or Democracy
Index, which surveyed more than 160 countries around the world, it was
found that Thailand has consistently relatively low assessments of civil
liberties, with a score of 5.29 out of 10 in 2020. This article aims to find
out what drives the volatility of the Civil Liberties Score in Thailand. Why
is the score value in an element of Civil liberties in 2020 are the lowest,
since 2017. The answer is the situation of political protests which is
ongoing and is likely to increase. And also, how to deal with the situation
of assembly is an important factor affecting the democratic assessment
of Thailand. The development of Thai democracy therefore depends
on the patience of all parties. Restraining opinions and different
beliefs should be resolved with peaceful means. It is also important
that the government must avoid any behavior of deprivation,
intervention or restriction of the freedom of public opinion beyond

what is necessary.

Keywords: political rallies; international public assembly; democratic

development
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nnUnsandseyn¥I@ 1945 Article 55c uag Article 56 (United
Nations, nd.)

Article 55 With a view to the creation of conditions of stability
and well-being which are necessary for peaceful and friendly relations
among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and
self-determination of peoples, the United Nations shall promote:

c. universal respect for, and observance of, human
rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race,

sex, language, or religion.
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Article 56

All Members pledge themselves to take joint and separate
action in co-operation with the Organization for the achievement of the
purposes set forth in Article 55.
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Ufjeusyranna ndeanSayeey 1948 Article 20Article 28 wag
Article 29 (Australian Human Rights Commission, nd.)
Article 20
(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful
assembly and association.
(2) No one may be compelled to belong to an
association.
Article 28
Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which

the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.

Article 29
(1) Everyone has duties to the community in which

alone the free and full development of his personality is possible.
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(2) In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone
shall be subject only to such limitations as are determined by law solely
for the purpose of securing due recognition and respect for the rights
and freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of
morality, public order and the general welfare in a democratic society.

(3) These rights and freedoms may in no case be

exercised contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations.
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Article 19

1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without
interference.

2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this

right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and
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ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in
print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.

3. The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this
article carries with it special duties and responsibilities. It may therefore
be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be such as are
provided by law and are necessary: (a) For respect of the rights or
reputations of others; (b) For the protection of national security or of
public order (ordre public), or of public health or morals.

Article 21 The right of peaceful assembly shall be recognized.
No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of this right other than
those imposed in conformity with the law and which are necessary in a
democratic society in the interests of national security or public safety,
public order (ordre public), the protection of public health or morals or

the protection of the rights and freedoms of others.
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