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Abstract

The objectives of this research are to investigate the origin of
beliefs, history, and traditions concerned with sacred objects and to
examines the effects of sacred objects in the southern region in the aspects
of economy, society, and political culture. The researcher uses the
techniques of documentary research, interviews, and participatory
observation. The subjects studied consisted of persons selling amulets
(Buddha images stalls), members of the general public paying respect to
sacred objects in the southern region, politicians, and local politicians.

Findings show that people in the southern region with problems in
the mind depend on sacred objects to make merit and ask for blessings,
change one’s bad fortune through a ceremony, and others. This results in
cash flow in the economic system. Other businesses also arise such as the
creation of sacred objects; amulet magazines; tourism; hotels and
accommodations. This also creates income distribution, raises the level of
livelihood and lifeways of the community, as well as accommodates

economic expansion, logistics, and tourism.

Keywords: political economy; sacred Item; the Southern region
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