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Abstract

This objectives of the study were to explore the context, origin,
environmental factors of the political power of the military and the political
elite, and to study the role and power retention of the military and the
political elite in Myanmar during 1948-2010. It is a qualitative research
method, using historical methods to study and explore data. It reveals that
the political power of the military and political elites is due to diversity.
ethnicity, belief, political ideology colonialism and world politics which
resulted in continual struggle for political power of various groups since the
past. Consequently, the military came to take political power as well as
other political elites. In addition, the role and political power maintenance
of the military and political elites of Myanmar during 1948-2010 according
to Eric Nordlinger's theory framework analysis found that: 1) during the
period 1948-1962, during the period of an independent national state
Internal politics are volatile. Racial and political ideology issues and
Parliament is inefficient. In addition, the civilian government of Mr. U Nu
unstable. There was a division in the country, requiring the strength of the
army (Tatmadow) to maintain political balance. behind as "Mediators" 2)
During 1962-1988, after winning and returning to government again, U Nu
was unable to maintain his power. Because the army has couped the

government of U Nu, leaving General Ne Win, the leader of the army, to
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rule the country alone during that period. During this period, the military has
played a leading role in all dimensions of society, especially in politics, thus
making the role of the military during this period as “Ruler” and 3) During
1988-2010, Myanmar's military government was constantly under pressure
from the West. Including internal resistance from students. As a result, a
new generation of military officers seized power from General Ne Win, who
adapted the role of the army to maintain his political power. Therefore, the
2008 constitution was drafted and used as a tool to maintain the military's
political power. When political power was transferred from the junta to a
civilian government through general elections in 2010 under the military
constitution, The military or the army has also assigned itself to continue to

hold power as the "Guardian" of Myanmar itself.

Keywords: Myanmar; Tatmadaw; Moderator; Guardian; Ruler
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